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G. CAMISASSA and the CONSOLATA 

“I abandon myself in the arms of God and in those of Mary. A look at Most Holy Mary 

Consolata is enough to put everything in place. She is our Mother; that says it all. Let us love 

her, let us love her on earth and we will be happy with her in heaven, for all eternity. And so, 

even in this miserable life, loving her and having her as our mother and living for her, making 

her known and loved.” (G. Camisassa) 

Dear Missionaries, Consolata Lay people, family members, benefactors and friends all, 

The feast of the Consolata is an excellent opportunity for all of us to gather, to meet and make 

the resolution to become better, as much as possible. Since this year the feast is also coloured 

by the celebratory memory of our dear Giacomo Camisassa, I would like to take advantage of 

this memory so important for us to point out some phrases, some testimonies of our missionaries 

regarding the love that also our Co-founder had for the Consolata, our dearest Mother. 

Presenting the memory of Camisassa and the love he had for the Consolata, I would also like 

to take this opportunity to underline some important points for us today. 

CAMISASSA AND THE CONSOLATA 

In this regard, Fr. Domenico Fiorina wrote: «As soon as he was appointed rector of the 

Consolata Shrine, the Servant of God Giuseppe Allamano understood that alone he would not 

have made it. The material and spiritual reconstruction was too much for his strength. He was 

immediately able to call a young priest with an acute practical and organizational sense to his 

side. This was Don Giacomo Camisassa, who worked “as a tried man, like a worker who has 

nothing to blush” (2Tim 2:15), without weariness and weakness. Together with Allamano, for 

42 years, he did wonderful things in the Church of God» … and, we can add, also in the house 

of his Mother, the Consolata Shrine, in Turin. 

1. One letter, one destiny 

“See my dear, we will do a little good... and we will try to honour our dear mother, Mary the 

Consoler with the sacred worship”. 
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Don Giacomo Camisassa is a young priest who is eagerly waiting for the moment to be able to 

devote himself completely to the pastoral ministry and preaching. He is endowed with excellent 

qualities. He is characterized in a particular way by an open heart and a sincere desire to serve 

God and the Church... He is making his final preparations to go to Pecetto Torinese, as Vice 

Parish Priest, when, in September 1880, an unexpected and shocking letter reaches him from 

his young spiritual director, the theologian Giuseppe Allamano, who unexpectedly had been 

appointed Rector of the Consolata Shrine: an important document that will mark the destiny of 

Camisassa and, consequently, also that of Allamano. 

«To your Most Reverend Lordship I give the announcement of something that, as it did 

and still makes me dream, so it will cause you great amazement. Monsignor Archbishop 

has appointed me Rector of the Consolata Shrine and of the Boarding School... However, 

the matter does not end at this point; since they are making a new home in that boarding 

school also for the office of Administrator, I asked Monsignor to let me look for a priest 

that I would like for this office, I asked, I say, for your Most Reverend Lordship. I hope 

that you will accept when, in the name of Monsignor, the invitation and command will 

be made to you and you will demonstrate the spirit of obedience acquired in the seminary. 

See, my dear, together we will do a little good, we will exercise charity with the old 

Priests hospitalized there and we will try to honour our dear mother, Mary the Consoler, 

with sacred worship». 

«He was a very devoted man of the Madonna. The good Canon’s devotion to the Madonna was 

very much alive in his heart; it can be said of him that his filial, ardent, most tender devotion 

towards the Virgin Consoler, was the light that illuminated his whole life; she was the guide of 

all his works, of all his great deeds. What would he not have done for the Consolata? I 

remember that, when on the occasion of the restoration of the Shrine, he went up on the high 

bridges of the masons to see and observe everything, to those who told him to be considerate 

so that some misfortune did not happen to him, he replied: «For the Consolata everything must 

be done, everything, even life!» (Theol. Bonada Giovanni) 

«The Consolata has given you the most beautiful Mission in the world, there is no other in the 

world that can be compared with ours. Every now and then I wonder why the Consolata wanted 

to give us such a beautiful Mission; if the Lord has given us more, he will ask us for more, more 

correspondence, more sacrifice. Therefore, continue willingly, make yourselves holy, pray a lot 

for the needs especially of our Institute, which needs them so much.». (Camisassa’s Conference 

to the Sisters, 25 July 1916) 

«[…] Above all then for the constant good spirit and good humour which we always saw you 

so animated. It was a double grace of the Consolata, whom we had prayed so much, and which 

is a pledge of much more precious and numerous graces that she will now give you in the field 

of apostolic work... So, let's get together again in giving thanks to our Celestial Mother, and 

let's double our trust in her that if she gives graces here in Italy, she works miracles in her 

Missions as Monsignor always writes. And you will be the happy objects and instruments of 

these miracles... just make sure you deserve them, continuing in that spirit of fervour and 

obedience with which you have so far been animated». (Camisassa’s letter to Sister Margherita 

Demaria, 22 December 1913) 

2. Testimonies 

«The ‘Vice Rector’ ... was a truly devoted son, a very lover of Most Holy Mary Consolata, a 

filial confidence; in the pains, trials and struggles, he turned his gaze to Most Holy Mary 

Consolata and was sure, with unshakable faith in her help and protection; recourse to her was 
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very frequent with affectionate looks, frequent invocations, frequent recommendations to 

implore her graces and maternal blessings upon us and the whole Institute. You know that a 

glance at Most Holy Maria Consolata is enough to put everything in place. She is our Mother, 

and that says it all. Let us love her, let us love her on earth and we will be happy with her in 

heaven, for all eternity. And so, even in this miserable life, let us love her and have her as our 

mother and live for her, making her known and loved». (Testimony on the Camisassa of Sr. 

Costantina Mattalia) 

«He had a very strong devotion to the Madonna. In his manuscripts we find wonderful 

expressions about the Heavenly Mother. Here are some of them: I cannot think of Our Lady 

without feeling my heart leap for joy. The crowning of my intentions is the devotion to the Most 

Holy Mary. Oh, how can we not love this dear Mother who loves us so much? Only you, oh 

Mary, are the great Co-operator of my sanctification and of the souls for which God has elected 

me Priest. Oh, Mary, carry me in your arms if you want me to advance towards Heaven». (Sr. 

Tecla Imbondi’s testimony on the Camisassa) 

«I will never forget the great love that Camisassa showed for the Madonna! One day when he 

was explaining the Consolata to us in class, he did it with such love, transport and tenderness, 

that joy shone on his face and he seemed transfigured. "Ah, Sacred Scripture - he said - I feel 

it, I feel it!" with such emphasis that it was touching to hear him. Explaining the Offertory of 

the Mass of the Virgin Consolata, "Recordare Virgo Mater Dei dum steteris in conspectu Domini, 

ut loquaria pro nobis bona ..." - at this point he stopped and said: “Feel how beautiful it is! It 

means: ‘O Mary, say beautiful things, to Jesus, for us! Do speak in our favour’, etc.”, and all 

this with such transport of love, which thrilled us too. “Oh, Our Lady, love her very much, she 

is our Mother. She must lead us to Jesus. Recommend yourselves to her to become holy 

Missionary Sisters”.» (Sr. Virginia Barra’s testimony) 

3. An anecdote 

« Between the Vicariate of Nyeri and the Prefecture of Meru, there is a large expanse of land 

(larger than Lombardy), which we had not been able to penetrate, although Mons. Filippo Perlo 

(Vicar Apostolic) had made every effort to succeed. The Protestants, on the other hand, having 

arrived a few hours before the missionary, had installed themselves and had made proselytes 

who were furious against us, so much so that, when our fathers passed through that region to 

go to Meru, it was customary to be anxiously asked: “Are you stopping here? Go away!” … In 

the year 1912, Can. Giacomo Camisassa, after having made the apostolic visit of Nyeri, was 

crossing this region to go to Meru. He was in a caravan, accompanied by Mons. Perlo, two 

Sisters and several black people. On reaching Karoe Embu, the caravan stopped and pitched 

their tents. The local boys approached, a little timidly, intrigued by the presence of the new 

strangers. 

The Vice Rector approached them and asked them: “Do you want the Fathers and the Sisters to 

come here one day to give you the gift of Our Lord?”. And the children replied with enthusiasm: 

“Yes”. Then, pointing his stick to the ground: “Well - he said - here one day the Fathers and the 

Sisters will come to give you the Ohoro Ugay; a great church will rise here, many houses, a 

great school and all of you will come to the Mission to be educated and become yourselves 

Christians”. 

Would anyone had paid attention to the value of these prophetic words? I do not believe so. 

Humanly speaking, it might have seemed like an impossible thing. But the devoted son of the 

Consolata, the one who made this apostolic visit in her name could speak with certainty: in fact, 

it was her mother who suggested them to him. And it is wonderful that Our Lady wanted to 

choose him who, with such solicitude, had embellished her Basilica-Shrine and had prepared 
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the cradle of the Missionary Institute in Turin, to prophesy that even in this pagan land she 

would have another temple, where she would reign as Queen and as Consoling Mother. The 

next morning, the caravan continued its journey and everything was silent again. In vain Mgr. 

F. Perlo tried, in the following years, to found some station in that coveted region, the pearl of 

Kenya. The doors remained inexorably closed. 

On August 18, 1922, Can. G. Camisassa was called to the eternal reward of his efforts and, in 

March 1923, the missionaries entered Baricio and Embu. What does this mean? I think that the 

Vice Rector, having reached heaven at the feet of Our Lady, must have said to her: “What about 

the prophecy you made me say? It has not come true yet; we will both look bad!”. Therefore, 

he has obtained full powers from the one who is the pleading power to obtain even the 

impossible”. (Sister Teresa Grosso MC) 

LESSONS OF LIFE AND MISSION FOR US TODAY 

Humility 

The relationship that Camisassa has with the Consolata is marked by a sense of humility. This 

is a fundamental condition to be able to be missionaries today. Allamano had already clearly 

emphasized this: “The virtue of humility is so necessary that without it we cannot do any good; 

on the contrary, we can do a lot of harm”. 

A discourse on humility today could appear quite provocative and certainly unpopular. Indeed, 

in a context in which lifestyles are marked by arrogance and success, appearance and possession, 

obviously at the expense of being, the one who practices humility is generally perceived as a 

resigned, a loser, one who has very little chance of making his voice heard. On the contrary, 

humility is not only a great human virtue, but finds its model in the action of God himself who 

bent over humanity, made himself small like us and humbled himself to the point of death and 

death on the cross. And with his Resurrection he sanctioned the definitive victory of love over 

selfishness and grace over sin. In fact, authentic love coincides in some way with humility. This 

requires a sober and supportive lifestyle, emotional relationships lived in the sign of self-giving, 

the offer of one’s time and one’s qualities invested in study and work in a perspective of future 

service to the common good... This way of conceiving one’s existence a priori excludes 

unbridled ambition, self-affirmation, the desire to appear, to show oneself, and to excel at any 

cost. The humble person is above all concerned to occupy the first place in the heart of God. 

For the culture and sensitivity of contemporary man, this perspective appears very provocative. 

For this reason, humility could also be defined as a kind of courage. The courage to appear 

“different”, perhaps a bit “odd” types, but in a coherent following with the evangelical values 

we believe in, which push us to always put the Lord and his will in the first place without 

exception. Mary is our great teacher on humility who, with her yes to his projects, as an 

expression of her love for God, has abandoned all certainty, all security, all her personal 

aspirations. Her “Magnificat” is a song that places her within reality, within the daily life that 

she lives in the perspective of God. 

Translating all these attitudes into a community dynamic means becoming progressively aware 

of belonging to a “small” community, which feels the need “to becoming as it goes on walking”, 

to carry out a gradual conversion and to create an environment in which each person feels 

respected and never pointed out, and that he is also willing to entrust his own projects, his 

dreams, his own initiatives exclusively to the Lord and to his will. 
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Love 

The strength of Camisassa lies in doing things silently and with love. A missionary who does 

not love bears no fruit and remains sterile. Allamano affirmed this concept forcefully: “If we 

do not love the wellbeing of the other more than our own life, we may have the name, but we 

will not have the substance of the apostle!” 

«The whole law begins with “you are loved” and ends with “you will love”. Those, who abstain 

from this, love the opposite of life» (P. Beauchamp). 

«True love is what pushes you, compels you, forces you to become much, infinitely much, to 

become the best of what you can become». (Rainer Maria Rilke) 

God is not simply a presence to think about, to reflect on, from which to deduce some general 

principle. The Christian God is the living God, who made himself known in the last times in 

the Son of Mary. It is a living and personal Presence, to be welcomed and tasted, to rest in one’s 

inner world and to be nourished every day, with silence, listening and adoration. Our 

transformation, our deep healing and our new interior fruitfulness can spring from the 

contemplation of God love. This is why the memory of the Consolata remains a good point of 

reference in order not to miss the authentic meaning of our feast. The concreteness of Camisassa 

and his generosity help us to draw the right conclusions in front of the image of the Virgin 

Consolata, to give authentic substance to our devotion to her. 

If God loved us like this, we too must love one another... «if we love one another, God remains 

in us and his love is perfect in us.» (1 Jn 4:12). In this way, God’s love is fully fulfilled in us, it 

reaches its fullness, and it allows us to start from here, being freer, interiorly healed from the 

wounds produced by evil. Interiorly renewed by this fluid of love, we can resume the journey 

of our life. May the Consolata and all our saints help us to believe that this is possible, at any 

time, for each one of us. 

The mission 

The whole life of Camisassa marched in just one direction, it was steeped in mission. His heart 

was filled with it and his activity reflected it. This is what our Founder always reminds us: “the 

mission in the head, on the mouth and in the heart”. 

«Love for Christ» it is the fundamental content of the mission. The experience of this love is 

the first and essential stage of the mission. Paul to the Corinthians says: «Charitas Christi urget 

nos.» (2Cor 5,14), the charity of Christ pushes us, throws us into the unknown with urgency, 

which is typical of love. 

Mission is to go, to go out, to meet, but above all to testify. The verb 'to go' therefore releases 

the energy and vitality of missionary action, expanding its geographical, temporal and spiritual 

horizon. The mission, in a certain sense, asks us to go ‘beyond’. Always! Without ‘ifs’ and 

‘buts’. 

Urgent love is never satisfied, it knows no limits and boundaries, it is always ready for new 

openings. It is the urgent love of mission that makes it universal and of cosmic dimensions. 

CONCLUSION 

Very dear ones, with some thoughts of our dear Co-founder Giacomo Camisassa, I just wanted 

to awaken the love for the things that matter: life and mission. These are phrases and testimonies 

that want to wish us a good and holy feast of the Consolata: our Mother, Model and Foundress. 
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May these words arouse in all of us greater humility to serve the Lord in our vocation, more 

love so that our words and actions are ever truer and our mission is a generous response to 

God’s call and will. 

So, for each and every one: Happy and holy feast of the Consolata, courage and forward in 

Domino! 

Courage! There is still a long way to go and we must not be impressed by the commitments 

that await us. The word “courage” indicates the attitude with which to face everything: let us 

get involved with our heart. We try and try, but at the first difficulties we must not give up. This 

world, beautiful and generous, mistreated and offended, is waiting for us to set out to work with 

courage. If we become a generative womb and people capable of arousing authentic faith in 

Christ Jesus, then we will help the hearts of our people to open up to the wonders of God. If we 

succeed in having great trust, in arousing love and hope in our people, the mission will acquire 

new vigor and momentum. We are all called to all this. 

I pray for you and I ask each one to pray for me and for our Institute, to which we owe so much. 

I entrust you to the Virgin Consolata and ask her to cover us with her mantle. May the Lord 

accompany us and keep us, enlighten us and reassure us with the light of His face. May the 

Lord grant peace and mercy to our hearts and bless the path of us all! 

“The Church sends free, poor, generous men. 

It sends followers of Christ, to whom they give everything. 

It sends young people full of fire and imagination. 

It sends humble heroes who, like Christ, are ready to give their lives... 

These are the elect ones, whom the Bishop welcomes, tries them out, instructs them, and then 

he “ordains” them, and sends... 

To the people of God: to the little ones, the poor, the suffering, the weary, the disciples of the 

Kingdom. 

He sends them to those who are faraway, to everyone. 

And they go. 

What a beautiful thing!” 

Saint Paul VI 

________________________________ 

Fr. Stefano Camerlengo, IMC 

Superior General 

Rome, June 17, 2022 


