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  CONSOLATA FEAST DAY   

  JUNE 20, 2021   

 

 
 

Dear missionaries, family members, friends, and benefactors, 

The feast of our dearest Consolata still finds us worried about the pandemic and its 
consequences: so much fragility, fear of the future, social and economic crisis, increase 
in poverty and in the number of poor people, destabilization, and global uncertainty of 
politics and also of the Church. … With this strongly tested spirit we want to turn to our 
dear Mother and implore from Her a stronger faith, a more active charity, and a greater 
hope in order to learn, as consoled people, to console the others. 

Consolation is hope 

The liturgy of the feast puts us in a position to reflect on the relationship between 
consolation and hope, because hope is precisely the heart of our feast in Mary’s honour. 

The liturgical texts, when they speak of the consolation experienced by the Virgin, speak of it 
in terms of hope for us all, in the sense that they attest that it will be given, as a gift from God, 
only by virtue of the consequent and necessary collaboration of man. The preface of the feast 
day of the Consolata explains this concept very well: at the cross of her Son, Mary suffered 
unspeakable sufferings, comforted by you with the hope of the resurrection. 

Mary suffers for the mission she carries out; she agrees to make her part and not to escape 
the unspeakable suffering that she will have to suffer, precisely because she is certain, in 
faith, that only in this way she will be able to realize the hope of being comforted and 
supported by God. 

The Father sustained his Only Begotten Son in the hour of His supreme Sacrifice, just as 
he gave Mary the strength to bear the inhuman and terrible pain of Jesus’ death and then, 
the joy of enjoying his resurrection. He comforted her, he consoled her, as he had 
promised. It is Paul, above all, who reminds us of this truth and reality: “As the sufferings 
of Christ abound in us, likewise, through Christ, our consolation also abounds” 
( 2Cor.1,5). 

Before experiencing the consolation of God, we should do our part in carrying out the 
work to which God has called us. There is therefore a vocational perspective, of 
consolation, of which Mary is a splendid icon. 
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Consolation is responsibility 

Allow me to reflect, together with you, at the feet of the Virgin Consolata, on one aspect, 
somewhat original, that challenges us all, of the biblical theme of consolation, the dimension 
of commitment of consolation, that is, the responsibility of building consoling paths of hope. 

People ask to be consoled without being pitied. We want to give voice to the many 
questions of hope and future that inhabit the hearts of our young people, tired of being 
unable to plan their lives, because they are tormented by increasingly gloomy prospects; 
to the too many questions of disenchantment and fear of those who have lost confidence 
and patience because they are no longer able to fight for survival. During this very 
difficult and complex time, we feel that we must give a voice to all, believers and non-
believers, who ask to be consoled, in the literal Latin sense of this term, that is, not to be 
left alone in the difficult journey of life! 

Consolation is presence 

To console is to be there, whatever the cost, when it comes to assuming one’s 
responsibilities; to console is to look at man, recognizing in him the dignity of being a 
person and not a number to be added to others. To console is to combine the grammar 
of faith with the alphabet of life because a disembodied faith is not faith. It must smell of 
the Gospel and translate itself into good life practices, measuring itself against the 
challenges of a changing world. 

The Consolata calls us to console, even before asking her to console us; she, the 
Consolata par excellence, invites us to do our part, without fear, without masks, without 
lies, without proxies. 

Saint Paul affirms: “God comforts us in all our tribulations so that we too can console 
those who find themselves in any kind of affliction” (2 Cor 1,4). We are consoled by God 
so that we can console our brothers! 

The struggle for good opens the door to God’s consoling intervention for our life and 
enables us to go out to meet those in difficulty, to understand their needs and seek 
together with them a solution that gives a concrete and embodied hope, not a random, 
sterile and empty one. There is no contradiction between consolation and commitment, 
in the sense that consolation can be relegated to the sphere of emotion, while 
commitment to the sphere of action. 

Let us ask it, as a special gift, to our dear Mother Consolata! 

Consolation is commitment 

Finally, I want to offer some suggestions to give substance to the dimension of hope so 
that it can mature in life choices and options. 

1. Strive to awaken reflection. A reason that does not think, that does not seek, that 
does not evaluate, but sinks into the sleep of the domain of profit, interest, and 
pure enjoyment, is a failed reason, the source of all failure. Christ invites us to 
welcome the spirit of truth, which alone comforts us. 

2. Make an effort to put the person at the centre of the action: everything must focus 
on respecting his dignity; everything must aim at his growth. The person must 
always be accepted as an end and never as a means for building future hope. 
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3. Commit oneself to the promotion of the common good. They are two realities, 
that of the person and that of the common good, which refer to each other, they 
are not mutually exclusive but supportive of each other, they are both realized if 
they relate to each other. 

4. Engage in absolute truth and transparency, never deceiving people with false or 
illusory hopes, giving young people the opportunity to set up their future. 

5. Commit oneself to starting from the last ones; we need to set up a mission that 
puts in the first-place assistance and care for the last who suffer from the most 
disparate disabilities. 

Conclusion 

With the words of the prophet Isaiah, I tell you: “Comfort, comfort my people; speak to 
the heart of our communities, of our people, of our villages… every valley may be filled, 
every mountain and hill be lowered; lry the rough terrain become flat and the steep one 
become a plain.” (Is 40, 1ss.) 

Let us ask, in the name of the common love we have for the Holy Virgin Consolata, this 
commitment to console! 
 

O, sweet Mother of the Consolata, 
turn your gaze on our Institute, on the Church, 
on our people, on families, on the elderly, all the more alone, 
on the young, on the poor, above all! 

Look at us, sweet Mother Consolata, 
look at us as only a Mother can do! 
Look at us and bless us, 
encourage us, 
protect us, 
guard us! 

Amen! 
 

To each and every one a good and holy feast of the Consolata, full of consolation and 

hope. Courage and forward in Domino! 

 

____________________________________ 

Fr. Stefano Camerlengo IMC 

Superior General 

 

Rome, June 8, 2021 
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