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120th Anniversary of the Foundation of the Institute!  
January 29th, 2021 

"I want to apply the community experience I lived all my life, to the Institute. 

Therefore, have the spirit of the Consolata Missionaries in your thoughts, words 

and deeds." 

"... Let us start re-running the road of our sanctification, under the eyes of our Most 

Blessed Consolata." (Blessed Joseph Allamano) 

 

Dear missionaries, friends, family members and benefactors,  

As per tradition, 29 January we commemorate the anniversary of the Foundation of our Institute. 

This anniversary comes at a particular time in our history marked by the Covid19 pandemic. 

Furthermore, precisely on 29 January, we want to start the Biennium "focused on the person in 

his human, spiritual and missionary integrity" (cf. Acts XIII CG n.33) 

The particular situation we are experiencing at a global level and the Biennium launch at the 

Institute level is an opportunity to control our life, sense of belonging to the community, and 

our mission. 

"We realize that rediscovering the sense of belonging to the Institute, the values of our family 

and the sense of identification with the charism, is of crucial importance for living well and 

happily our vocation as apostles, like Blessed Irene Stefani and other male and female 

missionaries who have given their witnesses through the gift of their lives." (Acts XIII GC n.18) 

Indeed, many thoughts inhabit us in this too complicated and particular time. Personally, taking 

advantage of the Foundation's anniversary, I would like to put attention to recovering the sense 

of feeling at home, of feeling the Institute as one's home, "my home". When we appropriate and 

own our home, with the people who live in it, that we can feel fulfilled, happy, and able to 

change! 

Every time I participate in a meeting, a conference, a study day on issues related to humanity 

or society, or listen to a community and circumscription Superior, always the same words 

emerge individualism, loneliness, absence of relationships, difficulty in building a genuine and 

authentic community. These concepts are repeated whether we speak of young or old, healthy, 

or sick people, in different cultural situations. 
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Indeed, there is a lot of truth in all this. Today, our society risks promoting an absolute 

individualism that generates loneliness, malaise, selfishness, and this is also present in our 

communities. However, there is no doubt that the human person is made for the community 

dimension; every person needs to give love and be loved, to be understood, welcomed, to heal 

and be cared. 

The rule of the community is love, the good of the other. The interest of others is never 

insufficient for me; good is sound, always, for everyone. The community dimension is a treasure, 

in all circumstances. Things done together are more beautiful, more prosperous, more varied, 

more fun, more effective and engaging than anything else. The community needs everyone; 

everyone is essential, and, in this importance, we rediscover our beauty. 

Our God is a community; a family made up of three persons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit: The Holy Trinity. 

However, we all know that community life has a price; it is not entirely spontaneous. If we want 

to enjoy the benefits of life in common, we must be willing to let a part of us die, give up some 

of our desires, and a part of our projects. The community needs patience, silence, steps 

backwards, the ability to apologize, and a lot of humility. Only by dying can one resurrect.  

The community is a place, perhaps the only one where one can experience both death and 

resurrection, the fatigue of the cross but also the joy, brightness, freshness, the scent of rebirth, 

of a new life. A real community is also a treasure for other people, for those outside the 

community; it is a source capable of quenching the thirst of those who approach it, the thirsty 

and curious. The love and light that comes from a community warm and illuminate the cold of 

great darkness. We can all be community builders: it would be the most outstanding work we 

can do. 

Perhaps, it is something like this that John (a poor man whom we helped at Christmas a few 

years ago) must have understood. When Santa Claus took out the packages from his sack, John 

approached the volunteer seated next to him, almost jeering: "Nobody knows me, he hissed 

between his teeth, there are no gifts for me". But when the last gift emerged from the sack and 

saw "John" written on it, the eyes of that big man, hardened by life on the street, was filled with 

tears: "this, he said, must be God's gift, because only God knows my name". 

Our wish, prayer, and invitation are that we can live this anniversary of our Foundation by 

rediscovering our sense of belonging. Let us be part and protagonists of our family, and 

community, known and called by name, builders of an Institute that is always "Ours", but more 

and more "my home"! 

 

To everyone and all: Happy Foundation celebrations, courage and forward in Domino! 

________________________________ 

Fr. Stefano Camerlengo, IMC 

Superior General 

 

Rome, January 21st, 2021 

Feast of the conversion of St. Paul 


