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Very dear missionaries, family members, benefactors and friends; 

On the occasion of our feast, I would like to invite you to reflect and pray on a subject emphasized 

by the Chapter and very dear to us all: our memory! 

And it is nice to think about this topic by letting ourselves be guided by our dear Mother Consolata, 

whom this year we want to celebrate in a particular way as woman of the memory! 

Mary, woman of the Memory 

The evangelist Luke presents Mary, silent and meditative. Twice he presents the Virgin absorbed 

with thought about the events concerning the birth and growth of Jesus, up to the twelfth year: «Mary, 

for her part, kept all these things, interpreting them in her heart» (Lk. 2,19). «And his mother kept all 

these things in her heart» (Lk. 2,51b). It is amazing the condensed wealth in this verse and a half of 

Luke (2, 19.51b). One of the secrets to discover it, is to read these two sentences in the light of the 

books of the Old Testament. In them, in fact, the theme of the “memory”, of the “remembrance” is 

certainly very important. It is a fundamental virtue, which is part of the basic education of the chosen 

people. Israel is the people of the memory. Sacred Scripture teaches that God reveals himself as the 

“Spouse” of his people. He is “in love” with Israel, with us all, his “Bride”. Lovers, of course, never 

tire of remembering, of telling ... Therefore, the biblical language, from end to end, is steeped in 

memory. God “remembers” us, and asks us, to “remember” Him. 

Remembering to relive, to actualize 

For the Bible, “remembering” means “actualizing” the past in the present. Hence the dynamic 

character of memory according to Scripture. Memory is the principle of fertilization, of life; it 

unleashes vital energy; it is a source of renewed ideas for today and tomorrow. Moses preaches to the 

people: « Remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt and that the Lord your God brought 

you out of there ...» (Dt. 5,15; 15,15; 24,18). As in Egypt, the Jews experienced the mercy of their 

God who helped them to escape from the harsh yoke of the Pharaoh (see Ex. 3: 7-9), thus, Israel must 
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show itself merciful to the most derelict, like the slave, the stranger, the orphan, the widow (Dt. 5,14-

15; 15,12-15; 24,17-22). And the Eucharist, the summit of memory: “Do this in remembrance of me,” 

teaches how to relive the gift of ourselves, following the example of Jesus. 

Mary’s remembrance is also dynamic; not only does it preserve in the heart all the events that concern 

her Son, but at the same time puts them in comparison, puts them together in view precisely of 

“interpreting them”, of “giving the right explanation”, in short, of “making their exegesis”. In fact, 

Mary becomes the first “exegete” of Jesus. 

Transmitting the things kept in the heart 

Memory has a social and community dimension. In fact, it is aimed at transmitting the things 

remembered. The «great things» operated by the Lord in the history of salvation constitute a family 

treasure, which belongs to all the people as such and to each member. No individual or group has the 

right to appropriate it in an exclusive manner. Hence the obligation to make known from father to 

son, from one generation to the next all the stored events and the sense that they enclose. Moses 

exhorted: «Do not allow that [the things you remember] escape from your heart for the whole time of 

your life. You will teach them to your children and to your children’s children» (Dt 4,9). 

The Psalmist says: «The Lord has done great things for us» (Psalm 126,3), and we must make them 

known. Mary too is aware that The Almighty has done great things in her (Lk. 1,49a), therefore, in 

the Magnificat, she can sing that God, looking at «her poverty», exalts the poor (Lk. 1, 48.52). The 

Virgin feels she is in communion with all Israel, «servant of the Lord» (Lk. 1, 48.54) and with the 

fathers of her people: «As he had promised our fathers» (Lk. 1,55). Maria knows she no longer 

belongs to herself, but to the world. 

From Mary, woman of the memory: Two teachings for us! 

Recovering the memory 

Maria invites us to recover our memory. Recovering memory is fundamental to building the future. 

Without memory there is no future. A people that loses its memory is a people that has no future. An 

Institute that loses its memory builds its future on the sand. 

Our memory is not only constituted by the cultural assets that we have gathered over the course of 

many years. Memory is also not forgetting the many witnesses, the many Consolata missionaries who 

characterized a time, an era, a presence. We have a responsibility to communicate our history to our 

youngest missionaries. We must tell young people what happened and the characters of our Institute. 

This story helps to give meaning to one's existence, allows one to find roots, gives meaning to what 

has been and has happened. 

Memory is the story commented on by the experience of missionaries and lived mission. Do we really 

do everything we can so that, in the places where we are, we can recover both the cultural assets that 
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characterize our history, but above all the examples, the testimonies of those who preceded us, not to 

forget and to continue with zeal and passion our mission? 

Today there is an urgent need to recover the memory of yesterday and to know the concrete face of 

the Mission, because only in this way is it possible to continue to motivate and shape the missionaries 

for tomorrow’s Mission. 

Celebrating the memory of the mission 

Maria invites us to tell the memory of the mission. We remember to identify a path that has been 

traced, to which the missionaries have had to give answers, obliged to face emergencies and putting 

what was planned in the background. The encounter with the context still requires continuous 

revisions to missionary work. The recovery of memory, guarded by living missionaries, documents 

and diaries that mention aspects ignored by official historiography, allows us to recognize the 

guideline traced by the evangelizing action. 

We recall our memory because evangelization was built during many decades of presence and 

relationships woven between peoples and missionaries, as well as by interactions with the other actors 

of the surrounding society. 

We recall our memory because it is necessary to try to understand what was sown, while admitting 

the permanence of misunderstandings and wounds that need to be healed. 

Memory is essential to learn the mission, to avoid losing enthusiasm, to revitalize ourselves and 

continue to dream. 

Conclusion 

Mary, all intent on rethinking the «great things» operated by God in the history of salvation, is easily 

converted into an image and example for us today. Our faith must be rich in listening, in memory. 

We do not need many new revelations, but rather to remember the One Great Revelation that was 

given to us in the Word of God. «Search the Scriptures, Jesus says, they bear witness to me» (see 

John 5:39). John Paul II, on January 1, 1987, in the homily held in Saint Peter Square officially 

announced the Marian year 1987-1988, and addressed the Virgin saying: «The Church fixes her eyes 

on You as on its model ... You are the Memory of the Church! The Church learns from you, Mary, 

that to be a Mother means to be Memory, it means “to preserve and meditate in the heart” the events 

of men and peoples; joyful events and our faith must be rich in listening, in memory. How many 

stories ..., how many hopes, but also how many threats, how many joys, but also how many sufferings 

... sometimes even great sufferings! We all, like the Church, must preserve and meditate on these 

events in our hearts. Like the Mother herself. We need to learn more from you, Mary, how to be 

Church in this transition of the millennium». 

So, dear ones, have a good celebration, a good memory! Good memory to recover the past, celebrate 

the present and prepare the future with joy and fidelity! 
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Questions for reflection and personal and community prayer 

1. To remember is to revisit our past. How much this theme is part of our life and mission today? 

2. To recall our memory is to celebrate the life, the mission and the historical witness of our 

missionaries. How much do we do in our Region and in our community to recall the memory 

of the mission and the missionaries of the past? How much do we learn from recalling our 

memory? 

3. To recall our memory is to transmit the things kept in the heart like Mary. What space do 

silence and meditation of the great works of God occupy in history and in life, in our personal 

and community prayer? 

4. To recall our memory is to recover life and mission. What is lacking in our community, in our 

Region and in our Institute to recover it, celebrate it and make it a school of life? 

NB.  

I ask all the Superiors to strive to gather the testimonies of our missionaries who have preceded us, 

to recover the memory of the mission that characterizes our presence in every Region, to collect the 

documents and cultural assets present in the Region so that they become witness, missionary and 

vocational animation, and finally celebration. 

I also remind the importance of making known, what is done in each District, to the rest of the Institute 

so that it becomes heritage and memory for all! 

 

Rome, June 6th, 2019 

______________________________ 

Fr. Stefano Camerlengo, IMC 

Superior General 


