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“Christ, my hope, is risen! Yes, we are certain: Christ is really risen!” 

“Christ, raised from the dead, dies no more; death no longer has power 

over him” (Rom. 6,9).  

We must rise to fervour; not only from sin, but from all weaknesses. Let 

us always keep the fervour we feel on this holiday. There is no more dying! 

Let all say to themselves: “we are resurrected we no longer want to die, 

we want to be true missionaries”. Don’t be afraid to become too fervent!” 

(Blessed Joseph Allamano) 

 

Very dear Missionaries, Friends, Relatives and Benefactors; 

Our Christian faith celebrates Easter not only in memory of the resurrection of Jesus, 

but also in the sign of the rediscovery of the Easter commitment that involves every 

baptized person. 

The question that should accompany us to live Easter well is this: What Easter are 

we? What Easter are they? What Easter do I want to be? 

This commitment involves the change of every negative structure or condition: from 

evil to good, from death to life, from suffering to well-being, from struggle to peace, 

from oppression to liberation. All this in every reality, where in one way or another 

we find ourselves living or acting. We are witnesses of the risen one and therefore we 

are witnesses of life and hope. Easter is a mission of liberation. 

Easter is first and foremost a lifestyle, a daily commitment to live as a resurrected 

person, to fully experience our and other people’s humanity! 

Easter cannot be just a ritual, a function, a beautiful celebration, a well-organized 

liturgy without any link with our concrete life. Easter is the style of life to which our 

faith calls us to. Easter is the ordinary commitment to feeling ourselves resurrected, 

and not living dead. 

Man needs God, but this is not enough to animate a believing life; we need the 

decision and the awareness of giving a sense of good to our life. The Risen One is the 
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Face of God that is fully revealed to man and satisfies his thirst for the infinite, but at 

the same time it is a demanding project of life that challenges our daily gestures. 

There are concrete signs that show how Easter has invaded our lives. They are not 

striking signs. They are not heroic acts nor will they end up in newspaper pages or on 

history books. These are signs that simply express our deepest humanity to the full. 

When concrete gestures are lacking in our daily lives, it means that Hope has not 

taken possession of us. Without positive and daily choices towards the other, we 

deliver ourselves to a greyness that is almost worse than darkness. 

We need signs because otherwise the Cross remains only a piece of wood to cling to, 

more because of superstition than of faith. We need signs, otherwise the disruptive 

force of a God who has conquered death remains harnessed by the mediocrity of our 

lives. 

Jesus asks us to direct our lives in the search for good, the right, the true, the 

beautiful, to accompany the people around us with profound compassion and to live 

this basic choice in the most common actions of everyday life. 

It is a paschal sign to be reconciled with the people who have hurt us, to ask 

forgiveness for mistakes made against others, to work to recognize the dignity of the 

weak, the oppressed, the marginalized. 

It is a paschal sign to renounce pride in order to foster communion, to work with 

honesty, conscience and professionalism, to study with passion, to offer one’s talents 

at the service of the common good. 

It is a paschal sign to respect Creation; sobriety in consumption and gestures. 

It is a paschal sign to place relationships with others at the centre of one’s life. 

It is a paschal sign to be true men and true women every single day. 

It is an Easter sign... 

Let us take simple but serious commitments to humanize our lives, our relationships, 

the environments in which we live. Let us try not to be complacent towards ourselves, 

let us not find easy alibis in the cultural, social and economic context. Let us question 

ourselves. Let us compare ourselves with the signs of freedom that the Risen Christ 

demands of us so as not to let our hearts and the hearts of those around us dry up. 

He who believes in the resurrection lives by looking beyond time and space. he 

experiences realities that are divine and human at the same time. He lives waiting for 

great things, «new heavens and new earth». His faith helps him to see human history 
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and the human suffering with the very eyes of God who is beside us to transform our 

limit into a new possibility of growth. 

Faith does not allow us to linger in the cemetery, looking for the Risen among the 

dead. But «left the tomb quickly», like the women on Easter morning, we meet the 

Lord, precisely because we run towards the living, to bring them hope. 

To live as risen persons. Faith in the resurrection of Christ is the foundation of our 

joy of living. If He is risen, we too will rise. And this faith in the resurrection, while it 

is the foundation of our action, is already an anticipation of heaven on earth: 

«If it is true that Jesus will raise us up at the end of time, it is also true that, in a 

certain way, we have already been resurrected with him. Eternal life begins already 

in this moment, it begins during all our earthly life, towards that moment of the 

final resurrection. We have already been resurrected and through baptism we are 

inserted into the death and resurrection of Christ and participate in the new life. 

Waiting for the last day, we have in ourselves a seed of resurrection, as a foretaste 

of the full resurrection that we will inherit». (Papa Francesco, general audience of 

December 4, 2013) 

“Happy Easter”, therefore, means “light up the world with your signs of good”. This 

is the wish that I make to each and every one: do not be afraid to welcome the novelty 

of the Resurrection to the full. 

To all and everyone: courage and forward in Domino! 

 

Rome, April 14, 2019, Palm Sunday. 

________________________________ 

P. Stefano Camerlengo, IMC 

Superior General 


