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AMAZON AND INDIGENOUS OPTIONS 

"Amazonian indigenous peoples have probably never been as threatened in their territories as 

they are now. The Amazon is a disputed land on several fronts: on one hand, neo-extractivism 

and the strong pressure from big economic interests that drive their greed over oil, gas, wood, 

gold, agroindustrial monocultures "(Pope Francis in Puerto Maldonado, Peru, 19.01.2018). 

We the Consolata missionaries gathered from October 26 to 30, 2018, at the Xare (Rainbow) 

Formation Center of the Indigenous Missionary Council (Cimi), 23 km from Manaus (AM-

Brazil), to share experiences and to propose lines of action, grateful to God for the gift of life 

in the joy of the mission, we greet everyone. 

In a spirit of continentality, illuminated by reality and advised by Dr. Márcia Oliveira, Luís 

Ventura, LMC, Fr. Fernando Lopes, SJ, and Sr. Arizete Miranda, CSA, we lived days of deep 

reflection, communion and mystic. Following the method of seeing, listening and discerning, 

we revised and updated our lines of action in Pan-Amazon and studied the preparatory 

document for the Synod for the Amazon in order to improve our presence in the territory and 

"move to deeper waters" (Lk 5, 4). 

At the end of the work we share the following lights and inspirations: 

❖ The 70 years walk of presence in the Amazon is a grace. Sharing the life embodied in 

the culture of peoples is a gift. The mission of presence, dialogue, respect, closeness 

and stability is an expression of our charism. Facing the current challenges, we ask 

ourselves: with whom, where and how we want to be in this immense territory. 

❖ Analyzing the social, political, economic and cultural situation from our presences, has 

helped us to recognize in a broader and deeper view the challenges of the Amazon, 

especially in the interior and in the city, as well as the effects and impacts of major 

capitalistic projects on the indigenous peoples, ribeirinhos (people who live near 

Amazonian rivers), quilombolas (communities started by fugitive slaves), small 

farmers and peripheral populations that resist with creativity and courage. 

❖ We feel challenged to look at the Amazon as a territory by weaving networks, inter-

institutionality, inter-congregationality, in a dynamic of cross-boundaries itinerancy, 

as complementary support to the contextualized and institutional missionary services. 



❖  We want to strengthen our presences by promoting intercultural and interreligious 

dialogue that require initial and ongoing formation for all who set up their tent on this 

sacred ground (cf. Is. 54.2). 

❖ We praise and thank the time of grace that we live: the creation and work of the 

REPAM, the process of the Synod for the Amazon, the Encyclical Laudato sí, 

partnerships and alliances with indigenous organizations and other related entities. The 

MC and IMC options for the Amazon and Indigenous Peoples. Together we live and 

resist with courage and prophetism in the construction of new ways for the Church in 

the perspective of Integral Ecology. 

In response to the invitation to contribute to the realization of the Synod, we elaborated 

proposals in the following areas of activity: Territoriality and borders; Woman; contextualized 

Intercultural and interreligious dialogue with specific formation for women and men 

missionaries. We also stress the importance of the indigenous people participation in the 

event’s Concluding Assembly in Rome. 

With gratitude, we celebrate the 25 years of Fr. Jaime C. Patias’ priestly life and present the 

books "The meeting" and "The History of MCs in the Amazon since 1949". This has helped 

us realize God's faithfulness in our missionary call for the mission Ad gentes in a inter-gentes 

style. 

The mission belongs to God that calls us to cooperate with his work in the world. The 

Amazon and indigenous peoples show us how God acts through the vulnerable and the 

marginalized. In this reality we become more faithful to the Ad Gentes charism of unity in the 

trinitarian diversity. 

May our Mother Consolata and the Blessed Josrph Allamano guide our path and may Saint 

Oscar Romero protect us. 

Manaus, October 30th, 2018 

 

The meeting participants: 

Colombia Region: Fernando Florez e Angelo Casadei  

Venezuela Delegation: Juan Carlos Greco 

Amazon Region: Manolo Loro, Philip Njoroge, Joseph Musito, Izaias Nascimento, Gabriel 

Ochieng, Stephen Ngari e Corrado Dalmonego. 

Brazil Region: Luiz C. Emer. 

IMC General Councillor: Jaime Patias 

MC America Region Councillor: Lina Beatrice Kessy 

MC America Region: Mary Agnes Njeri Mwangi e Kibinesh Amanuel  

LMC and Amazon Cimi: Luis Ventura. 

 


