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Thursday, January 11, 2018. 

 

Dear confreres, Fr. James Munene presided over the Eucharistic Celebration because it was 

the delegation of South Africa on duty to animate liturgy of the day. At the end of the celebration we 

raised our hands to bless Fr. Marco Marini who was celebrating his birthday. 

 

We spent the whole day working in different commissions. 

 

Friday, January 12, 2018.  

 

Fr. Joseph Waithaka presided over the Eucharistic Celebration because it was the region of 

Kenya on duty to animate liturgy of the day. At the end of the celebration we raised our hands to bless 

Fr. Luke Nyachio who was celebrating his birthday. 

 

We began the morning session with a presentation prepared by the VMA Commission. The 

following is the summary of their work and the comments and additions that were made by the 

assembly.  

 

The general objective is to give an action plan for the next six years in the field of VMA in 

the spirit of the XIII CG and the CMP-Af. 

 

After defining Missionary Animation and Vocational Promotion, the commission stated in 

the introduction that "A missionary, in addition to having Christ at the centre, must also feed on the 

Word of God. The encounter with the Word of God gives the person the joy that pushes him towards 

others to proclaim and share with them the joy that we have encountered." 

 

The commission then proposed the action plan in 22 aspects. Several comments were made 

by the assembly, such as deepening our commitment to the missionary animation for the local church; 

enrich the contents of our VMA with JPIC and the Inter-religious Dialogue; to know in depth the 

candidate that the animator presents to the stage of Propedeutic, the animator should not fix himself 

on the fact of having accompanied the candidate for one year; ensuring that our parishes are places 

of missionary animation and vocation promotion; establishing good co-ordination with our mass 

media so that our magazines and websites carry the message of who we are, missionaries ad gentes; 

and offering missionary content to groups of lay people who are close to us and other aspects. 

 

After the presentation, sharing and comments on VMA it was Commission for 

Evangelisation - Mission ad gentes that made their presentation however this is another story that you 

will come to know in the subsequent story 😉. 

 

 

 



Continent Africa Assembly after the XIIIth General Chapter  

1 

 

 

Friday, January 12, 2018 (continuation 1). 

 

The Commission of Basic Formation has set as its overall objective: "to revitalize and 

restructure Basic Formation in Africa". The specific objective is to "Propose concrete suggestions 

that place Christ at the centre of formation, taking into account the rich heritage of our Founder and 

for the mission Ad Gentes " in harmony with the XIII GC and the CMP-Af.  

 

Here are the main paragraphs of their proposals: the formator; young people in formation; 

the personalization of the formation; the contents of the formation; the presentation of the PMC-Af 

in the formation; the experiences ad gentes in our houses of formation; the establishment of small 

group communities of formation in Africa; the areas of specialization in Africa; the presentation of 

the mission ad vitam; the continental team of the basic formation; the proposal of a calendar of 

meetings of formators for the next six years; and other aspects of the formation. 

 

This sharing has given many interventions by the assembly, such as, the importance of 

talking about tribalism in our houses of formation, the advantages and difficulties of setting up an 

itinerant Propaedeutic, explanations on the proposal of pastoral service and diaconate time, the 

importance of human maturity of the formator and his capacity to offer a good human formation, the 

emphasis on the fact that the protagonist of formation is the young person in formation, the challenges 

of financing the formation, the importance of visiting the families of young people in formation 

because the vital context always marks the person, the importance and, at the same time, the 

subjectivity of the letters of presentation the priests of our young candidates. 

 

After this sharing, the Commission of Evangelisation - Mission ad gentes took the floor. It 

stressed the motivations and values that underlay the tasks of this commission: to be present in each 

circumscription; to analyse the missionary and pastoral reality in each circumscription; to present this 

dimension in the CMP-Af; to collect the statistics of our missionary action and offer suggestions to 

the circumscriptions; and to lend her contribution to the assumption of new pastoral commitments at 

the continental level. 

 

According to the indications of the CMP-Af, the commission established the general 

objective, the specific objectives and the activities and strategies of action. Then, the commission 

made some proposals and comments: the weakness of mission ad gentes in our continent, the 

importance of accompaniment and insertion of new confreres in our circumscriptions, the importance 

of the following themes: African independent churches, Islam, non-Christian religions, JPIC, 

inculturation, the establishment of the XIII GC n. 128: “A new presence of the first proclamation of 

the Gospel for the next six years", reclaiming the memory of significant mission experiences. 

 

The Commission that followed was that of Ongoing Formation. Please be patient, it is 

coming 😉. 

 

 

 


