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COMMEMORATION OF THE DEAD OF THE INSTITUTE 

15 NOVEMBER 2025 

Memento Mori: Death as a Path to Life 

 

Rome, November 08, 2025 

 

“I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, even if they die, will 

live.” (John 11:25). 

“We do not forget our brothers and sisters who have died. We pray for them every 

day, especially during Mass. It is beautiful when, in our communities, someone says: 

‘Let us remember the anniversary of the death of our brother or sister…’ Everyone 

is invited to pray for them. Everything we do in the community is also for their 

benefit. The community is always made up of both the living and the dead, and this 

bond will never be broken not even in heaven.” (This I Want you to be, 84). 

 

Dear brothers and sisters, November is traditionally a time to remember our loved ones who 

have passed away. As a missionary family, we celebrate a special Mass in each community for 

our deceased missionaries, their families, and benefactors, on the day set by our Institute’s 

calendar (cfr. Const. 34.2). It is a meaningful moment to thank God for the lives of those who 

walked the path of faith before us. This year, the Lord has called 23 of our missionaries to 

Himself, along with many relatives, friends, and benefactors. With grateful hearts, we entrust 

them to God’s mercy, confident that death does not have the final word for believers. It has been 

defeated, and since Easter morning, a new spring of hope has begun. 

 

Death Shows Us What Truly Matters 

In every culture, death has always had rituals that gave it meaning and placed it within a 

symbolic system. But today, in many societies, death is feared or ignored. It is seen only as a 

biological event, stripped of its spiritual and communal depth. 

The Christian tradition responds to this with the ancient practice of memento mori “remember 

that you must die.” It reminds us of our human limits and helps us reflect on life’s true meaning. 

Life’s fragility causes fear, and fear enslaves us. As the Letter to the Hebrews says, “people are 

slaves all their lives because they fear death” (Hebrews 2:15). We try to protect ourselves from 

death, but in doing so, we may distance ourselves from life. We risk losing one of the deepest 

teachers God has placed on our journey. 
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In Christian belief, death is not the end but a passage. Christ has turned it into a doorway where 

time meets eternity, and the soul returns to the One who gave it breath. 

 

Death Transformed by the Light of Easter 

When we stop and reflect on death, we begin to see life more clearly. As the Catechism says: 

“The Christian meaning of death is revealed in the light of the Paschal Mystery of the death 

and resurrection of Christ.” (CCC, 1681). 

His resurrection is not just a past event. It brings life into the world. Even where injustice, 

cruelty, and indifference seem to rule, life returns strong and unstoppable. 

Where everything seems dead, something new begins to grow. These are the signs of 

resurrection that will bear fruit in our lives: showing solidarity, forgiving more easily, listening 

deeply, serving generously, and caring for the poor, the sick, and the dying not as burdens, but 

as Christ among us. This is the power of resurrection, and every missionary is a part of it. 

(cfr. Evangelii Gaudium, 276). 

We must hold firm to the belief that Jesus’ resurrection is the foundation of our hope. Because 

of this event, hope is no longer an illusion. Thanks to Christ crucified and risen, hope does not 

disappoint “Spes non confundit!” (Romans 5:5). It is not an escape, but a call to responsibility. 

The Jubilee of Hope reminds us clearly: “Human history and our personal stories are not 

heading towards a dark end, but towards meeting the Lord of history. We live in expectation of 

His return and in hope of living forever in Him.” (Spes non Confundit, 19,22). 

 

Living Well by Dying a Little Each Day 

Saint Paul wrote: “I die every day.” (1Corinthians 15:31) This spiritual death dying to ego, sin, 

and selfishness is the path to resurrection. When we accept our mortality, we begin to live with 

purpose. We become pilgrims, not tourists. Servants, not consumers. Saints on a journey. 

In this way, death helps us understand life better. Thinking about death helps us realise how 

serious and important life is. In the Rule of Saint Benedict (IV, 47), remembering death daily is 

not a dark or scary practice, but a way to become fully ourselves, to live truthfully before God, 

the Lord of life and death. 

So, memento mori, “remember you must die”, becomes a call to live each moment with 

awareness, to find deeper meaning in life, and to face death calmly, not with fear. Life is a gift, 

and every moment is a chance to love, serve, and grow in holiness. 

Our Holy Founder used to make a personal pilgrimage on foot to the cemetery during the 

commemoration of the dead. He would stop at each grave, pray, remember names, and reflect 

on the good they had done, imagining conversations with them. (cfr. This I Want you to be, 84). 

In the same way, dear brothers and sisters, when we hear the names and see the photos of the 

missionaries called to God this year, let us make our own “pilgrimage to the cemetery” in heart 

and mind. Let us remember the time spent together, the good they did, and their love for our 

Missionary Family and for spreading the Gospel around the world. 
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Let us feel them close, carry them with us in life and mission, as our intercessors in heaven, 

together with our Holy Founder. Because “the community is always made up of the living and 

the dead, and this bond will never be broken not even in heaven.” (This I Want you to be, 84). 

I pause and think of the missionaries who died this year, the moments shared with them, and I 

invite you to do the same. Let us present them to the Lord and ask Him to reward them for their 

service to the Institute and the Mission, while we continue on this Earth as pilgrims of hope 

among the nations. 

 

________________________________ 

P. James Bhola Lengarin, IMC 

General Superior 

 

 

Final Prayer for the Departed – 2025 

Eternal Father, 

we entrust to Your mercy all our brothers and sisters 

whom You have called to Yourself in the year 2025: 

missionaries, family members, friends, and benefactors 

who walked with us in faith and love. 

Welcome them into the light of Your presence, 

where there is no more pain, and joy is complete in Christ, 

who conquered death and opened heaven’s gates for us. 

May their witness inspire us to live with purpose, 

to serve with compassion, 

and to walk humbly with You each day. 

Comfort those who mourn, 

strengthen those who remain, 

and unite us all in the hope of resurrection. 

We pray, O Lord, through the loving intercession of 

Saint Joseph Allamano, father of our missionary family, 

and Mary Consolata, our tender Mother and Queen. 

We ask You: help us to be faithful to the mission You have given us, 

and one day share the glory of eternal life with our brothers and sisters  

who have gone before us into heavenly glory. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ, our Lord,  

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

God, forever and ever. Amen. 


