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Tuesday, January 9,2018. 

  

Dear confreres, we began the day with the celebration of the Eucharist presided over by Fr. 

Luke Nyachio. At the beginning of the meeting, Fr. Godfrey Msumange introduced the day, each 

missionary introduced himself and, after having submitted to the assembly the schedule and the 

organization of the liturgy, he presented the program and the objective of the Continental Assembly, 

which is the implementation of the directives of the XIII General Chapter (GC) in the Continental 

Missionary Project for Africa. He then introduced the secretaries of the Assembly (Mark Gitonga and 

Matthew Ouma), the moderators (Simon Tshiani and Matthew Magak), the heads of communication 

at the Institute (Nicholas Makau and Ramón Lázaro Esnaola) and the head of social life (James 

Munene). 

 

Fr. Stefano Camerlengo took the floor to present the fundamental ideas of the XIII CG, 

which was a moment of true grace and family spirit. As the world is changing, so too must the Institute 

change. The form of mission has changed, but also the very meaning of mission. So we are called to 

change, to convert. 

 

Here are three lines of change: 

1. The revitalization that asks us to put Christ at the centre. Mission is a vocation, not a 

job. We have forgotten what we have learned: prayer, meditation... 

2. The style of mission and being missionary: "It seems to us that now is the time to make 

room for a simpler and more spiritual mission, depending on the Holy Spirit, founded above all on 

witnessing" (p. Stefano Camerlengo, Presentation of the Acts of the Chapter, Rome 2017, p. 6). 

3. Restructuring as a consequence of the changing notion of mission. The instrument that 

the Institute has found is continentality. How can we make restructuring a reality in our African 

continent? 

 

He then highlighted certain paragraphs of the Acts of the XIII General Chapter: 8,9,11-13 

and 152-162. And he proposed two questions for us to reflect and share in the afternoon:  

1) What aspects of revitalization do I consider most necessary for our life and mission? At 

the level of the individual missionary, of the local community, of the Circumscription and of the 

Continent? 

2) What kind of restructuring do I consider necessary to promote a genuine revitalization 

of the Institute? At the level of the individual missionary, of the local community, of the 

Circumscription and of the Continent? 

 

We ended the morning with this time of personal reflection and during the afternoon we 

shared our thoughts in the Assembly.  

 

In the end, Fr. Stefano recalled some of the points highlighted by the XIII GC, such as the 

unity of the Institute, the continental path taken since 1999, the centrality of the Continental 

Missionary Projects and the Continental Council as an instrument of communion in the Institute. 

 

To be continued (but tomorrow, because we have already done enough 😉). 

 

 


